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FEW APPLIANCES SEEN FOR CHRISTMAS AS RECONVERSION RUNS TWO MONTHS 
BEHIND SCHEDULE 


With appliance production running about two months behind reconversion schedules, it appears doubt- 
ful that many appliances will be available for Christmas presents, surveys of manufacturers indicate. 


Even with most production limited to 1942 models to cut down the time required for retooling, 
manufacturers say they are having considerable difficulty with shortages of both manpower and materials. 


Difficulties in obtaining motors, brushes, and wringers are delaying one manufacturer of washing 
machines and vacuum cleaners, who is also held up on range and water heater production by shortage 
of enameling steel. 


Small appliances are being delayed, it is reported, by shortages of the special steel employed in chrome 
plating. Manufacturers are using a lower grade of steel which must first be copper plated before the 
chrome is applied. 


Manpower is also a problem, say some manufacturers. Many workers apparently do not want to 
return to their prewar jobs and a number of present employes are turning out poor quality work, ac- 
cording to these appliance manufacturers. 


HOTPOINT DISHWASHERS PRICED 30% UNDER 1942; MASS PRODUCTION METHODS 
INTRODUCED AT NEW CHICAGO PLANT 


Priced at approximately 30% below 1942 levels, three models of its automatic dishwasher are now 
being manufactured under mass production methods at a “new” Chicago plant of Edison General Elec- 
tric (Hotpoint) Appliance Co., announces Ray W. Turnbull, president. 


Hotpoint’s table-top front opening dishwasher model, which was priced to sell at $265 in 1942, will 
retail for $198, including federal tax and transportation costs. The lowest cost model will sell for 
$184.50, while the model which includes a cabinet-sink will retail at $249.50. 


Although costs for all materials and labor have risen sharply during the war period, increased 
production possible through improved manufacturing methods make possible the new price, declared Mr. 


Turnbull. 


“We are not able to jump into full production at once, therefore, it is not possible to say that we 
will immediately make money at the new price,” he said. “We do know that millions of American 
women want dishwashers, and our job is to produce a fully automatic machine that dries, as well as 
washes dishes, without effort upon her part, at a price that makes it a good value to the American home.” 


The factory converted by the company for dishwasher production was acquired by Hotpoint in 1942 
and immediately put into the manufacture of .50 cal. armor piercing bullet cores. Situated on a site for- 
merly occupied by a building material fabricator, the plant was enlarged to make up 196,000 sq. ft. of 
factory space on a single floor. The dishwasher assembly line occupies approximately 50,000 sq. ft. of 
the main building. Much of the stamping and the application of finishes is done at the company’s main 
factory located approximately one mile from the new plant. 


Reentered es second-class matter Oot. 3, 1936 at the Gest office at Detroit. Mich. under the Act of Mareh 3, (678. Copyright, 1945. 
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FIRST REFRIGERATORS ‘SELL LIKE REFRIGERATORS,’ NEW YORK DEPARTMENT STORES FIND 


Only a few hours after Frigidaire household refrigerators went on sale in New York City depart- 
ment stores recently current quotas were completely exhausted, report major appliance department buyers. 
A number of the new units went to customers who had signed up for them as long as three years ago. 


Display models of other makes attracted “terrific interest” and department stores were reported taking 


;* ‘orders for delivery as soon as units become available. Buying was so enthusiastic at Gimbels the day before ~ 
refrigerators ‘were advertised that a store official said customers “must have seen the men taking the 


refrigerators: off the trucks, putting’ hem on elevators, and followed them up to the selling floor. 


AVIATION CORP. TO INTRODUCE NEW RANGES. EARLY NEXT YEAR 


New gas and electric kitchen ranges said to incorporate features “sought by housewives for years” 
will be in large-scale production soon by the Aviation Corp. and on the market early next year, President 
Irving B. Babcock has disclosed. 


Much like the conventional range in appearance, both gas and electric designs are equipped with 
high-level broilers which Mr. Babcock said “eliminate the constant kneeling and bending required to operate 
an ordinary stove.” Special features of some models of the stove were listed as including processed dis- 
tribution of heat, interchangeable parts, and a one-piece “waterfall” top rising 18 inches to facilitate clean- 
ing the burners. 


The range, described as “radically different in design and performance,” was developed at the corpora- 
tion’s laboratories in Detroit under the direction of Dr. J. A. Snow, research scientist. 


Harry Woodhead, president of Consolidated Vultee Aircraft Corp., with headquarters in San Diego, 
Calif., announced that the company-owned plant at Nashville, Tenn., would be converted immediately 
from .aircraft production to the manufacture of electric and gas kitchen ranges for Aviation Corp., 
parent .company to Consolidated Vultee. ; 


“This is the first move of its kind by a major aircraft manufacturer,” Mr. Woodhead said. “In 
building the Avco stove, which is designed for low-cost mass. production, we will utilize the same manu- 


facturing techniques developed during the war for the large-scale production of aircraft.” 


GOODYEAR TO PRODUCE FARM FREEZERS ON SUB-CONTRACT BASIS WITH WILSON 


Fifteen and ‘25 cu. ft. farm freezers will be produced for Wilson Cabinet Co. of Smyrna, Del., by 
Goodyear Aircraft Corp. of Akron, Ohio, on a sub-contract basis, the Wilson company has announced. 
These vertical reach-in freezers will be marketed under the Wilson trade name, “Zero Safe.” 


All of the company’s sectional type farm freezer models for remote installation will be produced 
at the Smyrna plants in sizes ranging from 22 cu. ft. to 120 cu. ft. These models will have a freezing 
compartment with a large storage compartment held at 0° F. 


“Our reason for sub-contracting was due to the fact that we were far over-sold and in order to take 
care of our dealer and distributor requirements, it was necessary to secure additional production ca- 


pacity,” explained a Wilson official. 


The company is scheduling shipments for the first quarter of 1946, based on production ‘being started 
vl Jan. 1. 


‘573,814 ORDERS FOR WASHERS PLACED WITHIN TWO MONTHS, BENDIX PRESIDENT SAYS 


Consumers have placed 573,814 orders for the Bendix automatic washer since demonstration models 
went on display at the company’s 8,738 dealers a month after V-J Day, revealed J. S. nee, — a 
aaa ata meeting of the Sales Executive Club in New York City last week. 

a, Meggeat single day’s production was reached last week when 725 units were turned out. A recent 
wales with 340 representatives of 125 firms supplying Bendix with parts resulted in obtaining full 
cooperation of enema Mr. —— * said, — that a serious betteneet P motors al nem eased up. 
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BORG-WARNER PREPARES $25,000,000 PROGRAM FOR RECONVERSION AND EXPANSION 


As a part of its $25,000,000 reconversion-expansion program soon to be set in motion, Borg-Warner 
Corp. is preparing several new ventures in the household industry, according to President C. S. Davis. 
Mr. Davis also revealed Borg-Warner will be set to swell its household appliance output by year’s end, as 
well as producing at a pace to meet all customer demands in the automotive, aviation, and agricultural fields. 


The corporation’s two-year plan, which includes new building construction, additions, purchase of new 


equipment and machinery replacement, calls for production of a portable water cooler, a home and farm 
freezer, and an automatic cycle washer by its Norge division. 


Other new undertakings are a home utility unit consolidating home heating, bath, kitchen, and laun- 
dry equipment to go into mass production next year at the Ingersoll Kalamazoo plant and a complete line 
of porcelain enameled household sinks, bath tubs, and lavatory equipment at the Ingersoll West Pullman plant. 


CIVILIAN PRODUCTION ADMINISTRATION SUCCEEDS WPB; 52 CONTROLS STILL IN FORCE 


The Civilian Production Administration, headed by J. D. Small, has succeeded the War Production 
Board, which went out of existence Nov. 3. The new agency has inherited 52 orders and three main 
priorities regulations, as compared with about 650 controls which were in effect at one time during the war. 


CPA’s functions have been outlined by Mr. Small as follows: The agency will use -its power to 
expand the production of materials and items still in short supply; to limit the use of scarce materials 
and to restrict the accumulation of inventories so as to avoid speculation and hoarding. It will grant 
priority assistance to break bottlenecks, facilitate the fulfillment of relief and other essential export pro- 
grams, and allocate materials necessary in the production of low price items. 


DEEPFREEZE TO EXPAND PLANT; SEES MARKET FOR 500,000 HOME FREEZERS IN YEAR 


An expansion program totaling $1,500,000 is underway at Deepfreeze Division, Motor Products Corp., 
it was announced by company officials at a meeting with eastern distributors last week at Hotel Lex- 
ington, New York City. 


Counting on a potential national market for 500,000 home freezers in the first postwar year, Deep- 
freeze is adding about 100,000 sq. ft. of space to its factory in North Chicago, II. 


The company’s first postwar unit was completed only six days after V-J Day, and it is planned to 
have units in dealer’s hands within the next few weeks. Retail price will be slightly over $400, and the 
public should obtain deliveries within three or four weeks after orders are received, officials said. 


BIRDSEYE TO INTRODUCE NEW FROZEN FOODS AT WALDORF-ASTORIA LUNCHEON 


At a special luncheon to be held Tuesday, Nov. 13, at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel in New York City, new 
Birds Eye frozen foods will be introduced to newspapermen and nutrition experts, announces Clarence Birdseye, 
developer of food refrigeration methods. The types of the new foods was not announced, but only frozen foods will 
be served at the luncheon. 


WESTINGHOUSE BEGINS HOME RADIO RECEIVER PRODUCTION; NINE SETS PLANNED 


First Westinghouse postwar home radio receivers—forerunners of the 3,000-to-5,000 sets per day 
which will come from production lines in the Home Radio Division’s seven-and-one-half acre plant in Sun- 
bury, Pa.—have been completed and shipments begun to approximately 10,000 retailers, the company 
announces. 


_..Included ‘in the new line are nine sets ranging from a six-tube six-by-six-by-nine-inch portable table 
model—reminiscent in size and price of the first home radio receiver built by Westinghouse in 1921—to 
a 14-tube:radio-phonograph combination set housed in a modified Chippendale console cabinet and equipped 
to receive standard broadcasts, foreign shortwave broadcasts, and frequency modulation programs. 


Prices, while not yet firmly established, are expected to range from about $25 to $350. 


' Although no television receivers are included in the first run, Division Manager Harold B. Donley 
Said that these sets will be “ready for the market early next year.” 
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5% INCREASE FACTOR FIXED FOR ELECTRICAL TEMPERATURE CONTROLS 


An. industry-wide price increase factor of 5% for use in computing reconversion ceiling prices for oneal 

sit ta automatic electric temperature control equipment has been established by OPA. the ad 
which \ 

-. Through establishment of this factor, both manufacturers and resellers of automatic electric temper- ta 

ature controls for all heating, air conditioning, and refrigeration except industrial processing controls, may o part: 


calculate their new 1945 ceiling prices by adding 5% to their prewar prices. 


past wi 


adjustm 

In the case of manufacturers, present ceiling prices are those at which individual producers de- lg 
livered or offered to deliver equipment on Oct. 1, 1941. far-sight 
mutual 1 

Resellers’ present maximum prices are the highest prices they charged during March, 1942. Under ees 
this action, they, too, may add 5% to their present ceilings to obtain their new 1945 reconversion prices. negotiat: 
Absorption of the increase is not required because those electric controls are seldom sold to individual It als 
consumers, said OPA. | ron 2 
onal la 

TRANE CO. PLANS PLANT EXPANSION FOR POSTWAR PRODUCTION Stee i 
It was a 

The Trane Co., of La Crosse, Wis., manufacturer of heating, air conditioning, air handling, and Since th 
heat exchange equipment has announced a postwar expansion program that will more than double its ~d " 
present manufacturing facilities. of union 
ing from 

A major part of the program consists of building a new addition to the main plant, that will . T 
onsideré 


increase the size of that plant by 40%. This will permit the fabrication of heating and air conditioning 
units on an assembly line basis. It will also provide greater facilities for the production of refrigeration 
and special heat transfer equipment. A second new building is being constructed on. these premises to 
house factory office workers. 
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To further the expansion, the company has purchased the large fattory building which it leased increases 
during the war for the production of heat exchange equipment for airplanes. After extensive remodel- i gpa 
| as! 


ing and new construction this area will be used for the production of heating specialties. 
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TENANTS IN NEW CHICAGO APARTMENT HOUSE WILL HAVE HOME FREEZERS IN BASEMENT ines 
ive of h 
Eighty electrical home freezer units will be installed in the basement of Chicago’s first postwar apartment of its e 
building which is now under construction. The freezers are intended for use of the tenants, probably on a rental — 
y v 
basis. will the 
using 1 
‘PRODUCTS OF TOMORROW EXPOSITION’ TO OPEN IN CHICAGO COLISEUM APRIL 27 is peric 
The first “Products of Tomorrow Exposition,” an annual trade fair for both consumer and indus- ower 
trial products, is being planned for the Coliseum in Chicago, beginning April 27 of next year and run- 
ning 24 days. Backers of the exposition say it is intended to replace the famed Leipzig Fair and will be gg 
international in scope. The im 
A Means 
ff jobs — 
Costs of introducing new products will be cut by the fair, especially for smaller industrialists, believes or farm 
Marcus Hinson, electronics engineer in charge of the planning and general management of the Chicago — 
1s 
exposition. This Wa 
™ployme 
DETROLA VOTES 25-CENT QUARTERLY DIVIDEND NOV. 22 om - 
n 


Directors of International Detrola Corp. have voted to pay on Nov. 22 the corporation’s quarterly wd in 

‘ dividend of 25 cents per share. The dividend will be paid also to former shareholders of Universal Mr. D; 
# Cooler Corp., Marion, Ohio, and Utah Radio Products Co., Chicago, who became stockholders of Detrola ploy me 

on Oct. 31 by merger confirmed by boards of directors of the three companies. Stockholders approved red b.. 

the program Sept. 26. bostwaa ~ 

F Mcreasing 

The dividend will be paid to holders of record Nov. 10 and is the corporation’s eighteenth dividend This cag 

and its fourteenth consecutive quarterly payment of the same amount, according to the announcement by ae’ 


C. Russell Feldmann, president and board chairman. Stockholders total about 7,500. Conciud 
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